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TABLE 3.1 Anesthesia Care Team Terms and Definitions

TERM DEFINITION
Anesthesiologist Director of the anesthesia care team; a physician licensed to practice medicine who
has completed a training program in an accredited anesthesia residency training
program
Nurse A registered nurse (RN) who has completed an accredited nurse anesthesia training
anesthetist program and certification examination
(CRNA)
Anesthesiologist A health care professional who has completed an accredited anesthesiologist
assistant (AA) assistant training program and certification examination
Anesthetist?

A nurse anesthetist or anesthesiologist assistant

Student nurse

An RN who is currently enrolled in an accredited CRNA training program
anesthetist?

Sedation nurse

A licensed RN, advanced practice nurse, or PA who is trained in compliance with all
or Sedation local, institutional, state and/or national standards to administer prescribed
physician

sedating and analgesic medications and monitor patients during minimal sedation or
assistant (PA)C moderate sedation, but not deeper levels of sedation

Medical A payment term describing the oversight of nonphysician anesthesia providers by
Direction anesthesiologists. The anesthesiologist must be supervising a maximum of 4
concurrent anesthetics.
Medical A payment term describing a situation when an anesthesiologist is supervising more
Supervision than four concurrent anesthetics or personally performing other services while
directing other anesthesia providers (i.e., completing anesthesia consultations in a
preoperative clinic). The term may also be used to describe medical oversight of
nonphysician anesthesia providers by nonanesthesiologist physicians (i.e., the
surgeon).
Anesthesia An allied health care worker who is trained in different anesthetic techniques,
technician

instruments, supplies, and technology to assist anesthesia providers during the
administration of anesthesia care.



Excerpted from the “Statement on the Anesthesia Care Team, 1991” of the American Society of
Anesthesiologists and available at: http://www.asahq.org/quality-and-practice-management/practice-
guidance-resource-documents/statement-on-anesthesia-care-team. A copy of the full text can be
obtained from ASA, 1061 American Lane Schaumburg, Illinois 60173-4973 or online at www.asahq.org.

?In countries where nonphysicians do not administer anesthesia, a physician who practices anesthesiology
is referred to as an “anaesthetist” or “anesthetist.”

b Student nurse anesthetists must be supervised in a 1:1 ratio by an anesthesiologist or CRNA.

¢ Providers may only work under the direct supervision of a properly trained and privileged physician.
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