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Table 449.1

Differential Diagnosis of Chest Pain in
Pediatric Patients

Musculoskeletal (Common)

Trauma (accidental, abuse)

Exercise, overuse injury (strain, bursitis)
Costochondritis (Tietze syndrome)
Herpes zoster (cutaneous or without rash)
Pleurodynia

Fibrositis

Slipping rib

Rib fracture

Precordial catch

Sickle cell anemia vasoocclusive crisis
Osteomyelitis (rare)

Primary or metastatic tumor (rare)
Fibromyalgia

Nerve entrapment

Pulmonary (Common)

Pneumonia
Pleurisy

Asthma

Chronic cough

Pneumothorax

Infarction (sickle cell anemia)
Foreign body

Embolism (rare)

Pulmonary hypertension (rare)
Tumor (rare)

Bronchiectasis

Gastrointestinal (Less Common)

Esophagitis (gastroesophageal reflux, infectious, pill)
Esophageal foreign body

Esophageal spasm

Cholecystitis

Subdiaphragmatic abscess

Perihepatitis (Fitz-Hugh-Curtis syndrome)

Peptic ulcer disease

Pancreatitis

Splenic rupture
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Cardiac (Less Commeon)

Pericarditis

Postpericardiotomy syndrome

Endocarditis

Myocarditis

Cardiomyopathy

Mitral valve prolapse

Aortic or subaortic stenosis

Arrhythmias (supraventricular, ventricular, tachvcardias)
Marfan syndrome (dissecting aortic aneurysm)
Kawasaki disease

Cocaine, sympathomimetic ingestion

Ischemia (familial hypercholesterolemia, anomalous coronary artery)

Takotsubo cardiomyopathy (primary or secondary)
Idiopathic (Commeon)

Anxiety, hyperventilation
Panic disorder

Other (Less Common)

Spinal cord or nerve root compression
Breast-related pathologic condition (mastalgia)
Castleman disease (lymph node neoplasm)
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