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Figure 10-1 Anatomy of the esophagus with landmarks and recorded distance from the incisors used
to divide the esophagus into topographic compartments. GE, gastroesophageal.
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Figure 10-3 Lymphatic drainage of the esophagus with anatomically defined lymph node basins.
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TABLE 10-1.

Definitions of American Joint Committee on Cancer TNM

Definition of Primary Tumor (T)
Sguamous Cell Carcinoma and Adenocarcinoma

T Category T Criteria

™ Tumor cannot be assessed

TO Mo evidence of primary turmor

Tis High-grade dysplasia, defined as malignant cells confined to the epithelium
by the basement membrane

T1 Tumor invades the lamina propria, muscularis mucosae, or submucosa

Tla Tumer invades the lamina propria or muscularis mucosae

Tib Tumor invades the submucosa

T2 Tumor invades the muscularis propria

T3 Tumor invades adventitia

T4 Tumor invades adjacent structures

T4a Tumaor invades the pleura, pericardium, azygos vein, diaphragm, or
peritoneum

T4b Tumaor invades other adjacent structures, such as the aorta, vertebral body,
or airway

Definition of Regional Lymph Nodes (N)
Squamous Cell Carcinoma and Adenocarcinoma

N Category N Criteria

NX Regional lymph nodes cannot be assessed

NO No regional lymph node metastasis

N1 Metastasis in one or two regional lymph nodes

N2 Metastasis in three to six regional lymph nodes
N3 Metastasis in seven or more regional lymph nodes

Definition of Distant Metastasis (M)
Squamous Cell Carcinoma and Adenocarcinoma

M Category M Criteria
MO No distant metastasis
M1 Distant metastasis

Definition of Histologic Grade (G)
Squamous Cell Carcinoma and Adenocarcinoma

G G Definition

GX Grade cannot be assessed

G1 Well differentiated

G2 Moderately differentiated

G3 Poorly differentiated, undifferentiated

Definition of Location (L)
Squamous Cell Carcinoma

Location plays a role in the stage grouping of esophageal squamous cancers.

Location

Category Location Criteria

X Location unknown

Upper Cervical esophagus to lower border of azygos vein

Middle Lower border of azygos vein to lower border of inferior pulmonary vein
Lower Lower border of inferior pulmonary vein to stomach, including

gastroesophageal junction
Note: Location is defined by the position of the epicenter of the tumor in the esophagus.
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TABLE 10-2A.

AJCC PROGNOSTIC STAGE GROUPS Squamous Cell Carcinoma

Clinical (cTNM)

When cTIs ...
Tis

T1

T2

T3

T3

T1-3

T4

Any T

Any T
Pathologic (pTNM)

When pTls ...
Tis
Tia
Tla

Tia
Tib
Tib
T2
T2
T2
T3
T3
T3
T3
T3
T
T1
T2
T2
T3
Taa
Tda
T4b
Any T
Any T

AndpNis ...
NO
NO
NO

NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
N1
N2
N1
N2
N1-2
NO-1
N2
NO-2
N3
Any N

Postneoadjuvant Therapy (ypTNM)

WhenypTlis ...
TO-2
T3
T0-2
T3
T0-3
Taa
Taa
Tda
Tab
Any T
Any T

AndcNis ...

NO

NO-1

NO-1

NO

N1

N2

NO-2

N3

Any N

AndMis ... AndGls ...
MO NIA
MO G1
MO G2-3
MO GX
MO G1-3
MO GX
MO Gl
MO G2-3
MO GX
MO Any
MO Gl
MO G2-3
MO GX
MO Any
MO Any
MO Any
MO Any
MO Any
MO Any
MO Any
MO Any
MO Any
MO Any
M1 Any
AndypNIs ...

NO

NO

N1

N1

N2

NO

N1-2

NX

NO-2

N3

Any N

AndMils ...
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
M1

And location s ...

Lower
Upper/middle
Upper/middle
Any

Location X

AndMis ...
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
M1

Then the Stage
Group Is ...

n

VA
VA
VB

Then the Stage
Group Is ...

ne
113
113
IVA
VA
VA
VB

Then the Stage
Group Is ...

I

]
A
113
ne
lig
IVA
IVA
VA
VA
VB



TABLE 10-2B.

AJCC PROGNOSTIC STAGE GROUPS Adenocarcinoma

Clinical (cTNM)

When cTls ...
Tis

T1

T

T2

T2

T3

T4a

Ti4a

Tab

Any T
Any T
Pathologic (pTNM)

When pTls ...
Tis
Tla
Tia
Tla
Tib
Tib
T1
T2
T2

T2
T1

T3

T1

T2

T2

T3
T4a
Tda
Tab
Any T
Any T

And pN s ...
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
NO
MO
NO
MO
NO
N1
NO
N2
N1
N2
N1-2
MNO-1
N2
MNO-2
N3
Arty N

Postneoadjuvant Therapy (ypTNM)

Whenyp Tlis ...
T0-2
T3
To-2
T3
T0-3
T4a
T4a
T4a
Tab
Any T
Any T

AndcNlIs ...

NO
NO
N1
NO
N1
NO-1
NO-1
N2
NO-2

N3
Any N

AndMis ...

MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
M1

AndypNis ...

ND
ND
N1
N1
N2
NO
N1-2
NX
ND-2
N3
Any N

AndMis ...
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO

MO
M1

AndGls ...
NIA
G1
GX
G2
G1-2
GX
G3
G1-2
G3
GX
Any
Any
Any
Any
Any
Any
Any
Any
Any
Any
Any

AndMis ...
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
MO
M1

Then the Stage Group
Is ...

IVA
IVA

VA
VB

Then the Stage Group
Is ...

LLIEY
e
e
e
VA
IVA
VA
VB

Then the Stage Group
Is ...

|

[}
1A
e
e
e
VA
IVA
VA
IVA
VB
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