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FIG. 138.2 Otomycosis. This florid infection with Aspergillus flavus has infected the deep canal, with
tufts of fungus crowned by white conidiophores.



Infections of the External Ear

FIG. 138-1. Chronic external otitis. The hallmarks are atrophy of the skin of the canal and stenosis
caused by chronic irritation. This patient used cotton swabs in the ear, and debris from the canal with
cotton fibers has been pushed medially against the tympanic membrane.
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TABLE 138.1
Complications of Acute and Chronic Otitis Externa
Complication Description Treatment
Cellulitis/perichondritis/chondritis| Extension of Oral administration of
(see following section) infection into soft antibiotics with adequate
tissues and cartilage| coverage of Pseudomonas
of the auricle species
Malignant otitis externa (see Extension of Underlying metabolic or
following section) infection beyond immune abnormality to be

the EAC into soft addressed: culture-directed
tissue, mastoid and | antibiotic therapy; typically

skull base; can requires a prolonged (6-
evolve into week) course of
temporal bone antipseudomonal antibiotic
osteomyelitis

Medial canal fibrosis Fibrous scar of the | Surgical treatment with
medial EAC; a canalplasty vs. lateral graft

sequela of COE8 qunpan{)plastyaa; Bone-
anchored hearing device if
surgery is not indicated

Perforation of the tympanic Often seen in the Elimination of infection;
membrane setting of fungal tympanoplasty if
OE* spontaneous repair does not
occur

COE, Chronic oftitis externa; EAC, external auditory canal; OE, otitis externa.
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FIG. 138-3. Malignant otitis externa. A nubbin of granulation tissue sits on the floor of the ear canal
at the junction of the bony and cartilaginous portions.
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