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TABLE 34-1. Complications of Prematurity

Respiratory distress syndrome (RDS)
Bronchopulmonary dysplasia (BPD)
Pneumothorax

Pneumonia/sepsis

Patent ductus arteriosus (PDA)
Necrotizing enterocolitis (NEC)
Retinopathy of prematurity (ROP)
Intraventricular hemorrhage (IVH)
Periventricular leukomalacia (PVL)
Cerebral palsy (CP)
Neurodevelopmental Impairment (NDI)
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FIGURE 35-2. Fetal mortality rate per 1000 births by single weeks of gestation:
United States, 2006. (From MacDorman, 2012.)
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TABLE 35-1. Causes of 512 Stillbirths in the Stillbirth Collaborative Research Network Study

Cause Percent Examples

Obstetrical complications 29

Placental abnormalities 24
Fetal malformations 14
Infection 13
Umbilical cord abnormalities 10
Hypertensive disorders 9
Medical complications 8
Undetermined 24

Placental abruption, multifetal gestation, ruptured membranes at 20-24 weeks
Uteroplacental insufficiency, maternal vascular disorders

Major structural abnormalities and/or genetic abnormalities

Involving the fetus or placenta

Prolapse, stricture, thrombosis

Preeclampsia, chronic hypertension

Diabetes, antiphospholipid antibody syndrome

Not applicable

Percentages are rounded and total more than 100 percent because some stillbirths had more than one cause.
Overall, a probable or possible cause was identified in 76 percent of stillbirths,
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