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Transfer
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Box 78.2

Free Tissue Transfer in Head and Neck
Reconstruction

Advantages

Versatility in tissue (skin, muscle, bone, and nerves)

Versatility in orientation (no limitations on flap “reach” as with
pedicled flaps)

Restoration of shape, function, and sensafion

Single operation for complex reconstructions

Multiple potential donor sites available

Simultaneous resection and flap harvest possible

Donor sites out of field of prior treatment

Extensive amounts of tissue available for large or massive defects
Postoperative irradiation tolerance

Independent blood supply for compromised tissue beds
Improved function and cosmesis

Dental rehabilitation possible

High success rates (=90%), including for beny reconstruction
Only available option for some patients

Disadvantages
Increased technical difficulty (additional training required)
Two surgical teams required (surgeons and nurses)
Expensive instrumentation
Longer operation times

More intensive postoperative management

Donor site morbidity
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Management of

A Juosd Cutaneous Head
Section 80 and Neck
Melanoma
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Box 80.1

Risk Factors Associated With Cutaneous
Melanoma

Environmental/Sun Exposure

Inability to tan
* Fair complexion
* Blue/green eyes
* Blond/red hair
* Freckling
History of blistering or peeling sunburns
Immunosuppression
Teenage outdoor summer jobs
Tanning booth exposure

Genetic/Medical History

CDEN2A (pl6) mutation

Family history of melanoma
History of prior melanoma

Actinic keratoses

Nonmelanoma skin cancer
Xeroderma pigmentosa

Atypical (dysplastic) nevus

Giant congenital melanocytic nevus

1YA



