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phospholipid stores metabolites
PLA, or PLC o
I
PGE,, PGF,,, and PGl,

Arachidonic acid

PG isomerases

PGHS-1 and PGHS-2 ~ =———> PGH,

FIGURE 21-2 Overview of the prostaglandin biosynthetic pathway. PG = prostaglandin; PGDH = prostaglandin dehydrogenase; PGE2 =

prostaglandin E2; PGF2a = prostaglandin F2a; PGH2 = prostaglandin H2; PGHS = prostaglandin H synthase; PGI2 = prostaglandin 12; PLA2
= phospholipase A2; PLC = phospholipase C.
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Figure 21-3 The phases of parturition.
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FIGURE 21-4 Labor course divided on the basis of expected evolution of the dilatation and descent curves into three functional divisions. The
preparatory division includes the latent and active phases. The dilatational division is the phase of maximum slope of dilatation. The pelvic division
encompasses both the deceleration phase and the second stage, which is concurrent with the phase of maximum slope of fetal descent. (Redrawn
from Friedman EA: Labor: ClinicalEvaluation and Management, 2nd ed. New York, Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1978.)
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Uterine activity

Figure 21-5 The key factors thought to regulate the phases of human parturition. CRH = corticotropin-releasing hormone; hCG = human
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Birth
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Nitric oxide Gap junction receptors Oxytocin Inflammatory cell
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CRH Fetal membrane senescence Inflammatory cell
Caspase 3 Prostaglandins activation
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B Myometrium is major site of action

B Cervix is major site

[l Both are sites of action

chorionic gonadotropin; PAF = platelet-activating factor; PGDH = prostaglandin dehydrogenase; SPA = surfactant protein A.
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Figure 21-5 The key factors thought to regulate the phases of human parturition. CRH = corticotropin-releasing hormone; hCG = human
chorionic gonadotropin; PAF = platelet-activating factor; PGDH = prostaglandin dehydrogenase; SPA = surfactant protein A.
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