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Dissociative Disorders

Dissociation
S ol 095 o0 Tz 358 Jly; laclad plo 5l 83 b 6,13, sladmgn 5l (29,5 o1 jo a5 cenl elds p3lse SO
o3 e 5 38 Wlsie 5 035 n S i b 5 STL 90 1 5 aBlie (5o 8, b 5 Lbgn o STyol iy gn alidlo Jol
b
aise 0525 4 Su33lsSolir (slag Ko JUio 4 Ygane S oMl -
g b S A 50l Wb 0 se sl cllindl e JSone Pl S Jlis 4 a5 3l 5l el onl ) oad sl (s jal -

ools dissociative amnesia sl4; ;>3 £95 ,0 9 neurocognitive dx due to a medical condition a.xis e95 4 DSMS5 o)

(295 50

Olagnoss vo A
{(Dissociative amnesia) gl 35  ogol 8
Lot b 005y ] cle Sledbl (] a5 0l oo (pateds age oMbl (5 5910L ,o Slgil  cigal b g45 cpl yo (Lol Sy -

il (ormb (6509008 Sl i o1 50 (SB9el 2 5 03l



..... Pr{{ <} J):'JS J){b' 9 6‘ 4,1}3.; c:}!)l’&&‘

n Table 11-1
_\ Types of Dissociative Amnesia

Localized amnesia: Inability to recall events related to a
circumscribed period of time

Selective amnesia: Ability to remember some, but not all, of the
events occurring during a circumscribed period of time

Generalized amnesia: Failure to recall one’s entire life

Continuous amnesia: Failure to recall successive events as they
occur

Systematized amnesia: Failure to remember a category of
information, such as all memories relating to one’s family or to a
particular person
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Table 11-2
1 Mental Status Examination Questions for Dissociative
Amnesia

If answers are positive, ask the patient to describe the event. Make
sure to specify that the symptom does not occur during an
episode of intoxication.

1. Do you ever have blackouts? Blank spells? Memory lapses?

. Do you lose time? Have gaps in your experience of time?

3. Have you ever traveled a considerable distance without
recollection of how you did this or where you went exactly?

4. Do people tell you of things you have said and done that you do
not recall?

5. Do you find objects in your possession (such as clothes, personal
items, groceries in your grocery cart, books, tools, equipment,
jewelry, vehicles, weapons, and so on) that you do not remember
acquiring? Out-of-character items? Items that a child might have?
Toys? Stuffed animals?

6. Have you ever been told or found evidence that you have talents
and abilities that you did not know that you had? For example,
musical, artistic, mechanical, literary, athletic, or other talents?
Do your tastes seem to fluctuate a lot? For example, food
preference, personal habits, taste in music or clothes, and so
forth.

7. Do you have gaps in your memory of your life? Are you missing
parts of your memory for your life history? Are you missing
memories of some important events in your life? For example,
weddings, birthdays, graduations, pregnancies, birth of children,
and so on.

8. Do you lose track of or tune out conversations or therapy sessions
as they are occurring? Do you find that, while you are listening to
someone talk, you did not hear all or part of what was just said?

9. What is the longest period of time that you have lost? Minutes?
Hours? Days? Weeks? Months? Years? Describe.

N

Adapted from Loewenstein RJ. An office mental status examination for chronic complex
dissociative symptoms and multiple personality disorder. Psychiatr Clin North Am.
1991;14(3):567-604.
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r 1 Table 11-3
; Differential Diagnosis of Dissociative Amnesia

Ordinary forgetfulness
Age-related cognitive

decline

Nonpathologic forms of

amnesia
Infantile and

childhood amnesia

Amnesia for sleep
and dreaming
Hypnotic amnesia
Dementia
Delirium
Amnestic disorders
Neurologic disorders
with discrete
memory loss
episodes
Posttraumatic
amnesia
Transient global

amnesia
Amnesia related to
seizure disorders
Substance-related
amnesia
Alcohol
Sedative—hypnotics

Anticholinergic agents

Steroids

Marijuana

Narcotic analgesics
Psychedelics
Phencyclidine

Methyldopa (Aldomet)
Pentazocine (Talwin)
Hypoglycemic agents

B-Blockers
Lithium carbonate
Many others
Other dissociative
disorders
Dissociative fugue

Dissociative identity

disorder

Dissociative disorder

not otherwise
specified

Acute stress disorder
Posttraumatic stress disorder
Somatization disorder
Psychotic episode
Lack of memory for psychotic episode
when returns to nonpsychotic state
Mood disorder episode
Lack of memory for aspects of episode of
mania when depressed and vice versa
or when euthymic
Factitious disorder
Malingering
Psychophysiologic symptoms or disorders
Asthma and breathing problems
Perimenstrual disorders
Irritable bowel syndrome
Gastroesophageal reflux disease
Somatic memory
Affective symptoms
Depressed mood, dysphoria, or

anhedonia
Brief mood swings or mood lability
Suicidal thoughts and attempts or self-
mutilation
Guilt and survivor guilt
Helpless and hopeless feelings
Obsessive-compulsive symptoms
Ruminations about trauma
Obsessive counting, singing
Arranging
Washing
Checking
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Impairment of consciousness: ﬁ Formed auditory
cognitive, affective, symptoms } hallucinations.
; Hears music, etc.

Dreamy state; blank,
vacant expressions;
deja vu; jamais vu;
or fear

Formed visual hallucinations.
Sees house, trees that are
not there

Superior L @ Bad or unusual smell
temporal

gyrus

Psychomotor
phenomena.
Chewing movemeants,
wetting lips,
automatisms

(picking at clothing)

Dysphasia
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Internal
jugular veins

Superior
vena cava

Increased
intrathoracic
pressure

Valzalva
rmanesuver

Straight sinus

Wein of Galen

ntemal cerebral vein

Basal vein of Rosenthal

Transverse sinus

Sigmoid sinus Intermal jugular vein

FIGURE 3 Venous hypothesis for the pathogenesis of transient global
amnesia (TGA). It is proposed that retrograde venous flow and the ensuing
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~ Are you experiencing
any memory loss?

No...but now that
you mention it - yes!
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